Medicaid Buy-In Research:  Medicaid (& Medicare) Expenditure Trends
An Example from Kansas’ Working Healthy Program

Research Questions:
· How do expenditures of continuously enrolled Medicaid Buy-In participants compare to those of other dual-eligibles over time?

· (Do both Medicaid and Medicare expenditures show the same trends for continuously enrolled Medicaid Buy-In participants over time?)

Research Strategy:

· Utilizing finder files (based on Bene ID), obtain annual Medicaid claim files (InPatient, OutPatient, Pharmacy, and Dental) for Buy-In enrollees from the state Medicaid agency

· Obtain random sample of Medicaid claims files as a comparison group of non-enrollees from the state Medicaid agency

· Determine denominators for each group, taking into account eligibility months

· more complicated for comparison group due to spenddown, therefore obtain eligibility time segments in addition to claims data
· Compute per member per month costs for each calendar year
Findings: 
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Data Source: Kansas Medicaid Management Information System (iMMIS)

Note: Expenditures were adjusted to 2007 prices using the Consumer Price Index for medical care.

* for 2004-2007, n=1200   ** Due to increasing Buy-In enrollment each year, for 2004 n=1025, for 2005 n=1230, for 2006 n=1275 & for 2007 n=1303   ***For 2004-2007, n=254.
Applications:
· State Legislative testimony; federal policy makers; outreach efforts…
For more information:

· Contact MIG-RATS (areither@gmail.com) or visit the MIG-RATS website (www.mig-rats.org)

· Jean Hall (jhall@ku.edu) or Noelle Kurth (pixie@ku.edu)  

· “Working Healthy Data Chartbook”  www.workinghealthy.org/publications/publications.html [image: image2.png]



MBI Research – Health Care Analysis
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