Parents of Kids in School Interview Guide

Introduction

Thank for agreeing to be interviewed by us.  The Department o f Rehabilitation Services is conducting this evaluation project that focuses on employment services and supports for people with disabilities or chronic conditions

You were chosen to participate because of your experience and knowledge about youth with disabilities in the school system.  Your participation and any views you may express will not affect any relationship you may have with Department, or your child’s school system.  Your confidential participation is entirely voluntary.  The telephone interview will take approximately 20-30 minutes to complete.  Do I have your permission to continue?  

1) Think back about your experiences when you were in school – include high school, college, vocational school or anything else.  Please describe the role your school played in preparing you for employment. 

[Probe: were there specific people who helped you, e.g., a guidance counselor?]

2) What is your role as a parent to prepare your children for employment?

3) What do you think about your child working?

4) What prevents people with disabilities or special needs from getting the jobs that they want? 

[Probe: need for accommodations]

5) If your child has a job, how did he/she find a job?


5a). [if yes to #5] WHAT program helped your child find work

6) Think about the existing service system that focuses on helping young people with disabilities or special needs find and maintain employment. 


6a) What are its strengths?


6b) What are its weaknesses?


6c) What would you like to see more of?

7) Please describe the supports or job accommodations your child has used at school or work. 

[probe: what types of Assistive Technology, if any, has he/she used?]

8) If you could have one additional thing that would prepare your child for employment, what would it be?  Is it too late to have it?  

9) Outside of school, how does your child participate in your community? 

[Probe – club member, recreation, church, volunteering]

10) Is your child able to participate in extra-curricular activities as much as he/she would like?  If no, why?   

11) In school, does your child participate in regular education classes as much as you want them to?

12) What difficulties does your child experience traveling to and from school?

13) Is there anything else you would like to add?
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