Youth in Transition Research Workgroup – Initial Session Notes 9/17/2009

Prior to the meeting, states were sent a survey to collect some background information about their interests in a workgroup on research with youth in transition. Anne reported that from surveys returned from states, at least 15 states are interested in participating in a YTRW. Of those:
· about half of states have research already planned in this area, while the other half is more in limbo
· about half have projects exclusive to YinT, while the other half are looking at youth as part of other initiatives
 
Based on the survey responses, MIG-RATS suggested the following activities on YTRW Topics (a fair amount of states noted that these topics were of interest to them):
1. Getting materials from existing research (MIG RATS is already working on this, and will post materials to the website)
2. Looking at existing SSA YinT Pilots – states are interested in a possible webinar on this topic
3. Presentations/peer discussion from the 5 or so states that have research projects underway – states are OK waiting on this until the Spring Conference 
4. Administrative data – learning what sources are out there
5. Special issues related to doing research on YinT—such as getting consent for participants under age 18, IRB issues – states would be interested in doing this as a workshop, possibly in conjunction with MPR
6. Surveys/Data collection systems – how to address cross-program issues – states would be interested in this as a subgroup

Beyond the suggested areas, states expressed interest in having the group address the following:
1. How do you develop a baseline?
2. Research designs in general
3. Where are the SSA programs going? We’d need to follow up on this.
4. MPR just released several articles – is it possible to do a webinar where we really boil down the findings, into the key messages?

MIGs have a unique perspective on the importance of benefits planning for youth – interesting topics like:
a.       Parent expectations
b.      Population of youth transitioning who have special education services but not SSA services (they wouldn’t qualify)
c.        Challenges of learning about this group—how to design a study where we can learn (WI has projects, but not research; CT is working on 3-4 years out of High School – Question of “how” we define “kids”?)

States also mentioned a variety of possible resources for the group:
· National Longitudinal Transitions Study II – A Department of Education product that one of the states said was a great resource for outcomes after high school
· CT has an “exiter” survey – it is for 2 years out of special education, but has low response rate
· AK used Facebook to get survey results
· MA is planning a survey for next Spring—is anyone doing school level research? suggested CA – Kids w/Autism studies

NCHSD also offered to support and facilitate a workgroup of individuals interested in discussing issues related to implementing projects with youth in transition that were not of a research nature.
